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The Dodger’s Dispatch
Spring Edition                         April 2002

This is the first newssheet since the AGM so here is the line up for the committee.  No change!

Simon Dillon (Chairman and Tackle Master),
Colin Davison (Secretary),
Nigel Dibben (Treasurer),
Alan Burgess (Recorder),

Len Gee (Librarian),
Bill Booth (Lamps),

Pete Johnson,
Doug Kidd,
Allen Berry,

Subscriptions were not changed at the AGM (£8 full and £4 associate). Subscriptions should
have been paid by the end of March so if you see a cross in the box here, you have not
paid and should send the money to the Hon. Treasurer (payable to “DCC”) or hand it to
me when I am next at the Edge.  You will receive a membership card in exchange.

THE SCHEDULING OF ALDERLEY
Good progress has been made with English Heritage and the Department of Culture, Media and Sport who,
together with English Nature and the National Trust, have the power to say YES or NO to our re-excavation of the
mines at Alderley Edge.  We now have permission to resume the careful excavation of Number One Shaft at
Engine Vein and to restart the use of the Stump Shaft area for placing sand removed from the Hough Level.  We
also have renewed consent to carry out selected jobs around the Edge which could have the potential to damage
the SSSI, as long as we keep to simple guidelines.  For any more information about the Scheduling or SSSI
status, speak to Nigel or Doug.

DIGS AND DISCOVERIES – ALDERLEY
No big discoveries but the dig at Timber Shaft on Wood Mine has continued throughout the winter and connection has now
been made to Wood Mine.  About halfway down, a big chamber was found on the north side of the fault, something that was
quite unexpected although looking carefully at the plan by Roland Paxton in the 1950s, you can see the chamber shown.  The
shaft is capped (lock type B) and digging is likely to continue until the shaft bottom has been cleared and we can see how it is
related to the working mine.  Steve is keen to excavate what he thinks is a level entering the shaft high up which he believes
might give a lead towards Engine Vein.

As reported above, the dig on Number 1 Shaft at Engine Vein will resume very soon after a break of about five months.

Not quite a discovery by the Club but confirmation of what we guessed – a shaft at Engine Vein now known as Number 3
Shaft subsided a little during the heavy rain in February/March.  There is virtually no evidence of the subsidence at the
bottom (it comes into the side of a chamber in Engine Vein) but the top needed attention.  With the knowledge of English
Heritage, the top has been temporarily sealed.  We have had to apply for consent to the Department of Culture, Media and
Sport to make this capping more permanent.  Perhaps, in the future, we will seek permission to dig the shaft out.  Just for the
record, with the shaft nearest the road being Number 1, Number 2 is the one which subsided last year and which is boarded
off at the bottom, Number 3 is the one that has run this year, Number 4 is Plan B shaft.

Social events
What social events? Fill in here when you have decided what you would like to do, when and
where you are going to organise it:

I, ………………………. [name], plan to hold a stomp/barbecue/curry night/p*ss up/tea
party [delete as applicable] on ……………………[date] at ……………………….……….[place] and
everyone/cavers only/miners only/only my mates/and their partners [delete as applicable]

are invited.  Please bring drink/food/money [delete as applicable] with you.

Now send this to all your friends and the newsletter editor!

Addresses removed
for Internet copy
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Alderley Edge Mines Open Day Following on from the success of the Open Day at Wood
Mine last autumn, this Spring we are opening Engine Vein in a similar although slightly less
ambitious way.  We will again use the Club’s generator and open Engine Vein with donations
only (no fixed fee).  There will be a few demonstrations of Club activities set up in the chamber
below the bridge.  These could include abseiling and prusiking, use of ladders, a mineral
display, short trips with caplamps, archaeology, etc.  We will also have a refreshments stand.
Setting up will again be quicker than in former years and the hope is to involve as many club
members as possible.  There will be some sort of social event on the Saturday night.  Club
members will be needed to help with supervision on the surface, speaking to visitors, serving
teas and coffees, leading trips, and so on.  The dates are 27th and 28th April so please try to
be there on at least one day.  There is a flyer attached to this newsletter, please distribute it
around your friends and neighbourhood (supermarkets, libraries, etc.)

The Web The Club website was moved last year to www.DerbysCC.org.uk.  It is still regularly visited by
upwards of 50 people a week and we get a number of membership and Alderley enquiries through the site.
Pages have been added during the year to explain the history of the Alderley area, to cover the legal restrictions
applied to our activities and to give details of the Alderley Edge Landscape Project.  It is hoped that in future, the
site will have a summary of National Trust activity at Alderley Edge which will be updated periodically.  Any
enquiries about the site or the Club can be sent to webmaster@DerbysCC.org.uk.

CLUB MEETINGS
Did you know that there is a quorum for attendance at Club General Meetings?  Unfortunately (or
fortunately) there is, so, due to the low attendance, the last QGM never really took place.  Please
take careful note of the dates below and put them in your diary so that we can make the
remaining meetings this year work properly.  A quarterly meeting has also been arranged at
Alderley on the Tuesday before each QGM.  The idea is that Alderley interests can be talked over
in a relaxed atmosphere and any issues then taken to the following meeting instead of taking up
the cavers’ time listening to tittle-tattle about what tyre size is needed for the dumper.  The first
meeting was held on 26 February and Pete brought some coffee and tea, Derek brought some
beers and about ten members were present.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

April 2002 - 22 Committee Meeting, Pack Horse, Stockport
- 27/28 Open Weekend at Engine Vein (see article in this newsletter)

June 2002 - 4 Alderley meeting at the Surgery
- 10 QGM at Pack Horse, Stockport

July 2002 - 6/7 NAMHO Conference at Aberystwyth
- 15 Committee Meeting, Pack Horse, Stockport

August 2002 - 27 Alderley meeting at the Surgery

September 2002 - 2 QGM at Pack Horse, Stockport
- 7/8 Open Weekend at Alderley

October 2002 - 28 Committee Meeting, Pack Horse, Stockport

November 2002 - 23 ANNUAL DINNER at County Hotel, Bramhall
- 26 Alderley meeting at the Surgery

December 2002 - 2 Annual General Meeting, venue to be announced

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to me, please.
Nigel Dibben, editor@derbyscc.org.uk
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Derbyshire Caving Club invites you to visit:
The Alderley Edge Copper Mines

Open Weekend – April 2002
Visit the floodlit Engine Vein Mine at Alderley Edge, Cheshire and see
demonstrations of mining, caving and archaeology.  Short guided trips
will be available into the further reaches of the mine with miners’ electric
lamps.  Members of the Club will be available at all times to ensure your
safety and to give you information about the mines and their history and
current Caving Club work.  Donations will be welcome from visitors.

Visits can be made
on 27th and 28th

April 2002 between
10.00 am and 5.00
pm (last admission

at 4.30).

Highlights
• Free access to the mine
• Guided tours of parts of

the mine (a charge will
be made for these)

• History and archaeology
• Caving techniques
• Meet club members
• Refreshments

For more information,
visit our website at

www.DerbysCC.org.uk


