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The Dodger’s Dispatch 
Spring Edition May 2003 
 
It’s that time again -- subscriptions due for 2003.  The AGM increased the subs to £10 full and £6 associate so 
please send the right amount.  Thanks.  Nigel (Treasurer) 
NEWS 
New way in to West Mine - 18 Acre Shaft in the field of the same name was dug out in the early winter 
and a new connection made to West Mine.  This by-passes Mr Sorensen’s bit of the mine and the 
owner of Whitebarn, Will Harris, is happy with our entering the mine as long as proper insurance is in 
place.  Plans are being made for key holders and access arrangements to cover the NT and Mr Harris. 

Social events 
So far - BBQ at Nigel and Liz’s house on May 31st.  Bring your own booze.  Basic food will be supplied.  Anyone 
wanting directions should give Nigel a call.  There will be a camping weekend with sit down meal at Monyash.  
See later in this newsletter.  No plans have been made for a formal dinner but the idea is to have a curry night (or 
similar) as Simon organised a couple of years ago. 
 

New committee 
Well, not really new, in fact rather old.  This is the line up with Pete and Mike replacing Colin and Allan. 

Simon Dillon (Chairman and Tackle Master) 
Peter Clewes (Hon. Secretary) 
Nigel Dibben (Hon. Treasurer) 
Alan Burgess (Recorder) 
Len Gee (Librarian) 
Bill Booth (Lamps) 
Pete Johnson (Mine safety) 
Doug Kidd (Archaeology) 
Mike Goodall (Alderley trips diary) 

 

Matienzo – 2003  
At least half a dozen members will be joining the MUSS expedition in Matienzo this summer.  If you 
want to go, there will be DCC members there from 5th to 18th August.  Contact Len, Bill, Nigel or Chris 
for more details.  There are plenty of caves to go at, as well as walks, bars and the beach. 
 
OPEN WEEKENDS 
The April one has just happened and thanks to everyone who participated 
to make it such a success.  The venue was the Church Quarry, behind the 
Wizard, with trips into Engine Vein on a fixed timetable.  The timed tickets 
worked well with no queues and no hassle.  Income was down but so were 
members’ stress levels!  There were lots for visitors to see with forging, 
smelting, static displays, radio and cave rescue on show.  Thanks to 
BCRA CREG and DCRO for coming along.  The picture shows an action 
shot of the smelting!  The next Open Weekend will be 6 and 7 September, 
probably Wood Mine.  All help is welcome. 
 

TACKLE RECALL 
Will anyone with any Club tackle please get it back to Simon so that he can check what we have got and what 
state it is in.  YOUR SAFETY DEPENDS ON THIS.  When we have a fresh count of tackle available, a nrew list 
will be published in the handbook.  Don’t forget, there is a copy of the handbook in the Surgery and on the Club 
website in the private Club pages. 
 

My first trip down P8   I had been looking forward to a trip down P8 for a few months. Weather and work had 
delayed the opportunity till Bank Holiday weekend, weather looked good and worked till Saturday lunchtime so the rest of 
the weekend was mine. 

Sunday was a clearing up day at the Edge but on Monday morning, the day had come at last.  Picked Bill up at 9.45am all 
equipment ready to go, he must have spent half his evening getting things together for the trip.  Packed the motor and we 
were off, some 40 minutes later parked up and getting ready to go down.  Crossing the fields, Billy showed me some of the 
test digs that had go on over the years. Arriving at the entrance to P8 with the stream flowing, Billy dropped down the short 
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pitch and I passed the ladder and ropes down. Then it was my turn to climb down though the stream and get my first taste of 
P8. Down and down we went till we came to Idiot’s Leap, looking over to the pool below then abseiling down, and great 
relief at not losing it on the slippery rocks. I was looking forward to the next two pitches as Billy rigged the rope then the 
ladder. Life line hooked on, I was on my way down; people tell you what it’s like, but to have water falling on your head as 
you’re trying to see where your next foot goes on the ladder, its ##### great fun.  On to Mud Hall, then though the squeezes, 
to the sump at the end of the lower level.  Looking round you could see the level at which the water had been up to. On the 
way back up Billy showed me some of the test digs, then up a side passage up a long crawl to the sump by the last pitch, back 
to the main passage and up to the surface to reflect on the last few hours.  I felt good no I felt great and now looking forward 
to the club’s weekend at Monyash 20th - 22nd September.  Thanks Bill.  

Submitted by Peter Clewes 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
May 2003 17/18 -  National Trust "Field and Farm Fair" event at Alderley Edge 
 20  -  DCRO training evening at Railway Hotel 
 25 - Alderley meeting at the Surgery 
 31 - BBQ at Nigel and Liz’s 
June 2003 2 - Quarterly General Meeting, Pack Horse 
 7/9 - NAMHO 2003, Rathnew, Co. Wicklow - see Namho2003 for details 
 15  -  DCRO training day at Lay-by Pot, Stoney Middleton 
 28/29 -  Monyash social/caving weekend - contact Bill Booth  
July 2003 2  -  DCRO training evening at Railway Hotel 
 28 - Committee Meeting, Pack Horse 
August 2003 1st 3 weeks - Matienzo expedition - see www.matienzo.org.uk for details 
 9  -  National Trust "Time Detectives" event at Alderley Edge 
 26 - Alderley meeting at the Surgery 
September 2003 1 - Quarterly General Meeting, Pack Horse 
 6/7 -  Open Weekend at Alderley Edge 
October 2003 12  -  DCRO training day at P8 
 18  -  DCRO General Meeting 
 27 - Committee, Pack Horse  
 31 - BCRA - National Caving Conference at Skipton - see  
    http://www.bcra.org.uk/hidden-earth/ for details 
November 2003 23  -  DCRO training day at Whitehall 
 25 - Alderley meeting at the Surgery 
December 2003 1 - Annual General Meeting, Pack Horse 
 3  -  DCRO training evening at Railway Hotel 

For information on DCC events, contact Pete Clewes on 0161 320 9057 
For information on DCRO training, contact Huw Williams on 01298 74041 
For information on DCRO meetings contact Mark Loftus on 01298 872653 

QUEEN’S JUBILEE MEDALS 
Members of the DCRO teams, as at February 2002 for the previous five years, were eligible to receive the Queen’s 
Golden Jubilee Medal.  A number of members accepted theirs on the Open Weekend and the last few have been 
issued since.  This is an honour for caving, not just for the individuals, and anyone who ahs contributed in any way, 
small or large, to the success of DCRO is being thanked by this gesture. 
 

MONYASH WEEKEND – 28 to 29 June 
Camping has been booked in a field at Monyash and there will be mine/cave trips and walks arranged.  On the 
Saturday night, we have arranged a meal in the Old Smithy Tea Rooms.  The cost is £12.95 for three courses 
plus coffee, bring your own booze.  The meal choices are: starter Goats Cheese with a Sun-dried Tomato 
Dressing on Salad or Homemade Minestrone Soup with roll and main course Shank of Lamb or Chargrilled 
Chicken Breast in a tarragon sauce.  Please book with Bill Booth as numbers are limited.  The alternative is to 
arrange your own pub meal in the Bull or cook in the campsite.  Should be a good weekend. 
 
THE DUMPER is looking incredibly clean, has fresh oil, a new seat and doesn’t jump out of gear.  It must not be 
used until the anti-roll bar has been fitted but many thanks to Pete Johnson for all the hard work he has put in. 

 
Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben �Dibben@aol.com 


