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The Dodger’s Dispatch
Autumn Edition September 2004

NEWS
A successful weekend was held at Magpie Mine in early July with caving and 
walking trips. On the Saturday evening, Lennie provided a stew and Steve 
recorded some songs to send on CD to Colin Darroch who is very ill.  There might 
be some pictures from the weekend at the Annual Dinner.

A number of members joined the Matienzo Expedition this year. The weather was 
kind although Brittany Ferries caused a few problems on the return journey. Three 
digs were started by the club members and we also helped Pete and Juan with a 
dig in the Llueva valley. A short film shows Lennie being narrowly missed by flying 
boulders. There were trips into 489 (digging), Cobadal (filming), Valline and 
Reñada. Roy’s ashes were spread outside 489, as he requested, but not before 
being taken to several bars in the area. At his request, we also remembered him in 
wine and beer as well as bringing some wine back to be shared at the Open 
Weekend. (Picture right is our Secretary in caving gear in Spain.)

Talking of which, the Open Weekend had probably the lowest numbers for years 
with only 230 over two days. We put this down to roadworks at Alderley Edge but we also need to think of ways 
of attracting more visitors, without creating a flood on the day. With the timed tickets, we could probably handle 
about 400 in a weekend reasonably comfortably.

Social events
A working weekend is planned for the Surgery and other jobs at Alderley Edge on 23 and 24 October. On the 
Saturday night, there will be a Lennie Stew at the Surgery and all are welcome. The jobs include repairing the 
floor of the Surgery and replacement of gutters.

ANNUAL DINNER – 27th November
Please put the date in your diary and start to think about your menu choices. As last year, we will need all 
money and orders at least a week before the dinner. An order form is attached to be returned to Nigel 
(address at foot of this page) or Simon by 1st November.  Double rooms are available again at a very good 
rate of £27.50 per person B&B but make sure you say you are with the DCC when booking. You can also 
book rooms over the Internet where single rooms are just £35 a night. Details on the form.

OBITUARY
Paul Dyson reports that Tim Brown, a member of the Berger expedition of 1991, died on Wednesday 18th August 
2004 after a long battle against cancer of the lungs and brain tumours. He battled against all the odds until the 
very end, being his usual self, cracking jokes and being very witty. He is going to be sorely missed by his wife 
Angela and family Tom, Carol, Alan and Claire and by all that knew him.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

October 2004 1/2 - “Hidden Earth” at Kendal (check: http://www.bcra.org.uk/hidden-earth/ for details)
16 - DCRO Fund Raising Event, Pindale Farm. Rope skills day
23/24 - Working and social weekend at Alderley Edge
25 - Committee Meeting

November 2004 27 - DCA Council Meeting 10 am Monyash Village Hall
27 - Annual Dinner, Acton Court Hotel, Stockport
30 - Alderley Meeting

December 2004 6 - Annual General Meeting

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to ***


