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The Dodger’s Dispatch 
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EDITORIAL  

 

May 2013 
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About Number 109 including all 
past newsletters and Dodger’s 

 
The April Open Weekend was drier than we expected and we had very good numbers, a record for recent years at over 400.  An 
article in the local papers a couple of weeks before probably helped.  Thanks are due to John Connery for once again supplying 
some excellent printed signs.  Some members were in Matienzo for Easter and others are going over this summer.  It’s a great 
area to get into expeditions the easy way; good caving and excellent leadership so there is always something to do and a chance 
of original discovery.   

NEWS 
ANNUAL DINNER 
Don’t forget the Annual-ish Dinner on 15th June 2013.  Your attendance is expected – with husband, wife, partner, friend or 
anyone else you’d like to bring.  The Dinner is at the Stockport Masonic Guild again, as last time, and costs £20 a head which 
includes wine and a live band.  The meal is buffet style so you have a choice but we need to know numbers for veggie options.  
Deadline for bookings is 8 th June and please let Nigel, Ed, Lauren or Tom know well before that!  You can book (and pay) 
through the website or send me (Nigel) a cheque.  There’s a booking form at the end of the newsletter. 

NEW MEMBERS 
The only new member I have recorded since the last newsletter is Steve Dalgliesh.  I hope I haven’t missed anyone.  Welcome 
Steve.   

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
Subs were due on January 1st – in most cases members will pay £27 (cavers) or £16 (non-cavers) – and should have been paid 
by 31st March.  At the time of going to press, we now have 96 paid-up members and only 12 subs due.   

ALDERLEY EDGE VILLAGE MAY FAIR 
Five of us attended the May Fair and showed off the Club, Alderley and Fred to the public.  The squeeze machine was taken 
along too but it was “splat the bat” that got most attention.  Much interest was shown and Lauren got her picture on the 
alderleyedge.com website – twice.  Next year, it has been suggested that we should join in the parade! 

DIGGING REPORTS 

Wood Mine – Crocodile Crawl area, Alderley Edge 
Work started to drain the water from the Crocodile Crawl and 
this has now progressed to a dig exposing barrow-ways and 
other timber relics.  The last decision made is to restore the 
crawl to something like its former state as it is generally agreed 
to be a popular “adventure” bit of the trip.  (Picture right) 

Field Shaft, Alderley Edge 
Malcolm and team are still digging.   

Brynlow, Alderley Edge 
Steve, Lee, Mervyn and others are still working on clearing the 
fall.   

The Dales? 
No report seen. 

http://www.DerbysCC.org.uk
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TRIP REPORTS 
Not much to report this time – here is a list of the most recent trip reports.  You can read these reports on-line.  If you’re reading 
this newsletter on-line, then clicking on the trip name should take you to the report.  Anyone without internet access can ask the 
editor and I will send printed copies of the reports (please say which ones).  You can put your own reports on-line or send them 
to the editor – everything welcome as this is the only permanent record of the Club’s activity that exists. 

Monday 6th May 2013  Cow Pot/Fall Pot - Easegill System  
Sunday 5th May 2013  Sell Gill Holes -Dry Route  
Saturday 4th May 2013  Alderley explore with ICC.  
April 6th + 7th 2013  Smallcleugh mine - Nenthead 
  

Full details of trips can be read at http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/ follow ‘Members pages’ and ‘Trip reports and blogs’. 

Ed also ran a trip in Victorian costume for some of the mining fraternity; two pictures are included below.  He thinks it would be a 
good idea to repeat this in the autumn for members. 

           

CONSTITUTION CHANGES 
I proposed these some time ago but to formalise it, they need to be sent to all members.  There are two main changes, firstly to 
bring the aims of the Club up to date and secondly to simplify admission to the Club while lengthening the probationary period, 
and some minor alterations.   

I (Nigel) will formally propose these at the June meeting.  The existing constitution is available on line here: 
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/hb_show.php?page=hb_constitution.php  

A: Revised aims – this proposal replaces the three existing aims. 

2.1 To provide the facilities (including information and records) and organisation to enable members safely to participate in caving 
and in mine exploration and, where appropriate, to pursue specialist interests. 

2.2 To encourage responsible exploration of caves and mines, the recording of discoveries and artefacts, and specialist activities 
including photography, surveying and historical research. 

2.3 To support through membership as a Club the activities of the British Caving Association and National Association of Mining 
History Organisations and to encourage adherence to relevant guidelines of these and other appropriate organisations. 

2.4 To lease the Alderley Edge Copper Mines from the National Trust and to manage the mines for the long term benefit of 
members, other caving and mining clubs, the National Trust, other organisations and the general public. 

2.5 To foster a general interest in caving by lectures, publications and exhibitions, and co-operation with other organisations and 
individuals and by any other means deemed fit by the Club. 

B: Revised membership procedure –replacing clauses 3 and 4 with the main changes in 3.1 to 3.3. 
 
3 MEMBERSHIP TO THE CLUB - Membership to the Club shall be open to any person who is interested in the aims of the Club, 

fulfils the conditions of membership and agrees to abide by the rules of the Club.  The membership classes shall be as follows: 
Ordinary Full, Ordinary Associate, Honorary Full, Honorary Associate, Life, Affiliated Club, Family Member, Guest Member. 

3.1 Application for membership - Any person wishing to become an Ordinary Full, Ordinary Associate or Family Member of the 
Club shall comply with the conditions in clauses 3.3 and 3.7. 

At General Meetings, all persons other than full Members may be asked to leave the room whilst discussion and voting on all 
membership applications or changes is taking place.  Where it is known by a Committee Member that a prospective member 
has information relevant to a membership application being considered then the Committee may allow that person to address 
the meeting. 

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/
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3.2 Change of membership class - A Full member may apply in writing to the Secretary to change to Associate membership.  Such 
a change would automatically take place from the date of receipt of the application.   

An Associate member may, after at least one year of membership, apply in writing to the Secretary to change to Full 
membership.  He is then considered to have served the probationary membership period as required by section 3.3(d) and may 
only be elected to Ordinary Full membership by 75% of the Full members present and voting at a General Meeting at which he 
should attend or, in exceptional circumstances, to which he may send written apologies. 

3.3 Ordinary Full or Associate Membership - shall be open to any person who is eligible for membership to the Club (section 3) 
and who fulfils the following conditions: 
(a) He must be proposed by a Full member of the Club. 
(b) He must be seconded by a Full member of the Club. 
(c) He must complete an application form and submit it to the Secretary with the appropriate subscription.  Membership 

will commence on receipt of a properly completed application. 
(d) He must then serve a minimum of 6 weeks as a probationary member.   
(e) He must be elected to membership as an Ordinary Full or Associate member by 75% of the Full members present and 

voting at a General Meeting at which he must attend or, in exceptional circumstances, to which he may send written 
apologies. 

(f) A person becomes a Full Member for voting purposes at the conclusion of voting on all membership changes at the 
General Meeting which voted for that person's election. 

C: Minor changes 

i Change “speleology” to “speleology (including mining history)”  in Honorary Member clauses. 

ii In new clause 3.8 (Family Member), change “The Responsible Individual must ensure that he is aware of the risks entailed in 
caving” to “The Responsible Individual must ensure that both he and the applicant are aware of the risks entailed in caving” . 

iii In new clause 8 (meetings), change “Quarterly” to “Bi-monthly”. 

iv In new clause 8.3 (meetings), change “(c) posted on the Club newsgroup” to “(c) posted on the Club website and 
newsgroup/forum”. 

FROM THE NEWSLETTER  
Thanks to Steve for the idea, I’ll put bits in when there is space. 

 
50 years ago (May 1963):  

 
Missing - One Knife. 
 
I have been informed by Mr. A. Burgess (Todge) that one of his family heirlooms, a knife 
belonging to a companion set, is missing. He would be most pleased to see its return, and 
offers a small reward to the finder. 
 

26 years ago (May 1987): 
 
Alderley Edge. 
 
The Hough Level is now open at 
Stormy Point!!! After a huge 
amount of hard graft they have 
re-excervated about 400ft. of 
tunnel. At the moment a railway 
line is being constructed along 
the adit to assist in the removal 
of spoil. By the time the Project 
is completed there will be 
approximatly 5000 ft. of track. A 
recent attempt to aquire a 
railway engine ended in failure 
however the “Alderley Scroungers” 
beleive they can overcome this 
problem. 
Applications for the Post of 
Engine Driver are to be sent on 
the back of a £10 note to any 
member of the commitee. 
(Spelling is as per the original!  There were no newsletters in 1988.)  
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
June 2013 10 – General Meeting at the Wizard 
      15 – *** Club Dinner  *** 
August 2013 19 – General Meeting at the Wizard  (NOTE NEW DATE) 
September 2013 7-8 – Open Weekend at Wood Mine 
October 2013 14 – General Meeting at the Wizard 
December 2013 2 – Annual General Meeting at the Wizard 
 
Anything else????  

For the full calendar (for members) go to http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/club_events_list_body.php .  This includes a number of 
entries for DCRO practices and training sessions.  John Smith, Ed Coghlan, Tom Howard and Allan Berry are working on meets 
lists for mining and caving trips on a regular basis in 2013. 

Any comments, items for the next edition, volunteers to be editor, etc. to Nigel Dibben � newsletter@DerbysCC.org.uk 

 
 

ADVERT: The new version of The Alderley Edge Mines book now available.  Contact Nigel or go to www.dibben.org.uk/shop .  
The book costs £12 and is illustrated in colour with sections of Paul Deakin’s mine plans and many photographs.   
 

 

$ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - 
DINNER BOOKING: 
 
Please reserve [           ] (number) places at the Club Dinner on 15 th June for: 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
I will pay by PayPal / send a cheque / pay by cash  
 
Please write here if you want a veggie option saying what your particular preference is (e.g. no meat, vegan, etc) 
 
 
 

On-line dinner bookings can be made at: 
www.derbyscc.org.uk/dinner 

You will need your username and  
password to make a booking. 

 
 
 
 
 

Our Chairman welcomes  
a new member into the Club. 

http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/club/club_events_list_body.php
mailto:newsletter@DerbysCC.org.uk
http://www.dibben.org.uk/shop
http://www.derbyscc.org.uk/dinner

